
MATTAWOMAN  CREEK  ART  CENTER 
FRAMING  STANDARDS 

 
 

Following are the requirements for the presentation of  two-dimensional art 
for display in exhibits at Mattawoman Creek Art Center (MCAC): 
 

 All pieces, regardless of framing type must contain a securely attached hanging wire 

strong enough to support the art. 
 

 A standard frame type is the most common way to surround an art piece, but the following 

suitable alternatives may be used: 
 

o A mounted canvas that wraps around the sides so that the sides can be painted 
as a part of theart; 
 

o Wood lath strips (thin wood pieces) may be securely fastened (nailed or screwed) 
to the canvas frame to hide the stapled canvas; 

 

o A panel (masonite, plywood, etc.) if not placed in a standard frame, must contain 
attached support framing on the back, edging the piece, and must be finished off 
as such; painted black, painted a neutral shade, wood stained, etc. 

 

 Fragile pieces such as pastels, watercolor, graphite and charcoal, and photographs must 
be placed in a type of frame that holds glass or acrylic glazing for protection. 
 

 Frames must be in serviceable condition (no loose corners, no split wood sides), strong 

enough to hold the piece when hung, strong enough to hold the glazing if applicable, with 
fasteners to hold the hanging wire securely embedded in the frame.  

 

 Framing and matting must be clean, and not scratched or marred. 
 

 The frame is as much a part of your presentation as your piece of art. It represents you as 
an artist. How do you want a potential buyer to envision you? The buyer may not like the 
style of the frame, but he/she must still view you as a quality artist. 

 

 Two-dimensional art pieces not submitted in accordance with the above standards will be 

disqualified and not hung in exhibits.  Applicable paid fees will not be returned. 
 

 The above standards are not applicable to gift shop items. 

 
Variations from the above standards may be considered on a case-by-case basis, but must be approved 
by the Artists Advisory Committee (AAC) in advance of any scheduled showing. 

 
--The Art Advisory Committee 
 


